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Feeling the

By Kendra Henry

Recently, | had the privilege of attending the
GALA Choruses Leadership Conference in
Denver, Colorado. The conference was a
four-day workshop full of informational ses-
sions, social events, and networking opportu-
nities. Though | found many of the sessions
to be quite helpful, the most valuable thing |
brought back with me was a sense of com-
muni ty and an
place in that community. On our secondnight
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at the conference, we were invited to attend a
concert featuring the gay choruses of Colo-
rado. All of the conference delegates and a
host of local community members packed
into the large church sanctuary. The first
group on the schedule was Mosaic, a newly-
formed youth chorus. As the small group of

i GA L A tednagerg walRed on stage for their debut

performance, the entire sanctuary erupted
with cheers and applause. People leapt out
of their seats and clapped in a fury for this
group of brave young people - and they had-
nét even sung a singl

Chills ran down my spine, and | felt tears
welling up in the corners of my eyes. It was
magical to be a part of supporting these
young people, and | felt proud that they could
flourish for the first time in this safe, loving

under st aspatd. AGI lookeld aroGnd Atfthk fades of my

gay brothers and sisters, | felt inspired watch-
ing each and every one of them celebrating
the spirit of our community together. After
Mosaic finished their final number, the crowd
again erupted, and the announcer took the
stage as the youth departed. The first words
out of his mouth were
world quite | i ke a GA

Those words rang in my ears and made me

even more excited to perform with CHARIS at

GALA Chorusesd Festiyv
Jul y. I canot
walk onto that stage with my fellow singers
and to feel the support of thousands of audi-
ence members just like those in Denver.
That night made me realize how important
the upcoming trip to festival is and gave me a
sense of how deeply the festival will impact
our lives.
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I t 6s going t o toosmall.
hard work and financial sup-  helping us take part in this
port to get CHARIS to that life-changing festival.

stage in Miami next year,
and we need your help!
Your support could come in
the form of volunteering to

From the bottom of our
hearts, we thank you for all
of your love and support

Please consider o f

work at a fundraiser, pur- (;ver the years, Aaln? we
chasing a qnle ope.youoh con
calendar, attending our up- ohn ourIdJoErneyhto change
coming concert, or simply the world through song.
making a donation in any S
View from side of Opera House flooramount' No contribution is %&/\m,
Notice regarding mailings
From time to time CHARIS  will not sell or trade our mailing list and communi-
may become aware of mailing list with another cate with you just by email
community arts events  group, we will simply pre- instead if you wish. You
which you may be inter- pare the items for postal can reach the chorus by
ested in knowing mailing sothatthe CHARIS e m a [ I
about. On those occasions  mailing list is never actually  at: www.charischorus.org.
CHARIS may decide to circulated. If you would
send out an informational  prefer to not receive such )
mailing to our postal mail- non-CHARIS mailings
ing list. CHARIS will han-  please send us an email to <
dle this type of mailing in-  that effect, and we can re-
ternally, meaning that we  move you from the postal P
Calling All Volunteers:
We are looking for volunteers to assist us at
ACHARI S Does Oscar. o P ¢
pass out programs, take tickets, and be ushers
on the evening of t he «c

rvtech.com

ested in helping, please contact Charlotte Ellis at-
cellis@wustl.edu
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http://www.charischorus.org

From Artistic Director Aric Henson
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I t 6s ti me
down the footlights
as CHARIS turns
Sits attention to mu-
€ sic from the silver
Escreen.
Does Oscaro
songs, spanning many gen-
res, used to enhance our
theater-going experience.

Listen as CHARIS enter-
tains you with moments of

hilarity, poignant scenes
and rousing toe-tappers. |
was surprised to discover
t hat most
ranged for performance en-

i compasses themes of love.

\Thus, this concert speaks
mostly about love and the
way it affects our lives.

The women of CHARIS
have done their typical hard
work in preparation for a

concert t hat o6
tain and WOW vyou. Also,
CHARIS is thrilled to be ac-

A Os ccompanied by Kourtney-

Strade, a consumate musi-
cian and singer who was
| ast seen as

Vegans of Pro

We invite you to come and
take part in an evening of
red carpet thrills. See you
by the statues.
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From Board President Sharon Smith

Greetings! Welcome to CHARIS
15thseason.We 6 r e e xc i
shows we have planned. We won-
dered whether we could reach the
same high bar
ous season, whi
gans of Provi
confident youol |
performances just as rewarding and
enjoyable.

| n a few weeks

opening concert, "CHARIS Does
Oscar." Many, if not all, of the songs
will have you humming along. And,
of course, our witty writers have pre-
pared our own version of an Oscar
host. Looking ahead, our spring con-
cert will examine "CHARIS on the
Couch.” Joining us onstage will be
guest artist and comedian Lisa Koch.
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Look for more on her in the next is-
t he

CHARIS culminates the 15th anni-
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of our own calendar featuring the 9

women of CHARIS T sure to become

a coll ector 6s [

obtained the
gans of Provincetown" libretto, writ-
ten by CHARIS' own Sonja Furiya,
Kathy Morris and Dina Young. Stay
tuned as CHARIS continues to make
history and music in this 15th sea-
son. And thank you for your
support.
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| want to be a Friend of CHARIS!

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP
PHONE E-MAIL

My donation is in honor/memory of:

$25 $35 $50 $100 Other

Do not publish my name in the program book

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage

" i PAID
j’ The St Louis Women's Chorus St. Louis, MO

Permit No. 2984

2300 Lafayette Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63104

www.charischorus.org




