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* LGBT older adults have the right
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perceived sexual orientation or gender
identity.
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resources for LGBT older adults as well
as training and technical assistance for
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www.SageMetroSTL.org

The funding of this project. is financed in pan through a grant from the Deparnment
il Housing and Urban Development and the Community development
Administration under the provision of Title | of the Housing and Comm
Davelopment Act of 1974 (Pub L 93-383 42 USC 5301 et seq.) and/or H
the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended {Public 1
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BJC Home Care Services

* [ is committed to providing
£ | quality home care services and Presents
personalized attention right in

your own home, including the
following;:

e Skilled nursing care

* Supportive care

g on 20 Seasons of Love
* Rehabilitation therapy

* Home medical equipment
- Home infusion therapy
- o Lifeline Emergency Response

April 12-13, 2013

For more information, call . Robert G. Reim Theater
314-205-8600 or 888-BJC-HOME

www.bjchomecare.org

| ‘ BJC Home Care .
Services Kourtney R. Strade, Artistic Director

Health(am

Chelle Habecker, Accompanist
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20 Seasons of Love

Who We Are

CHARIS is a diverse group of women united in
our mission to perform music that celebrates and
encourages women and the LGBTQ community.

Membership Information

CHARIS is a non-auditioned chorus that extends an
open invitation for membership. Rehearsals are held
on Tuesday nights from 7:00-9:30 p.m. at Society for
Practical Christianity St. Louis, 3617 Wyoming Ave. If

you are interested in membership information or in

attending a rehearsal, please visit our Website at www.

charischorus.org
or call (314) 664-9340.

We are accessible to those with disabilities.
Board of Directors

Lisa Riek, President
Julie Lynch, Vice President
Allison Benoit, Secretary
Candice Freeman, Treasurer

Members At-Large:

Andrea Compton, Colleen Gilmore, Lena Henry, Katrina
Horstmann, Wendy Markum, Desy Maus,
Joshua Powlishta, Brian Shearrer, Sharon Spurlock,
Angel Walker, Jennafer Wells
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From the Artistic Director
} Kourtney R. Strade

. So many people have poured so

. much love and hard work into this

chorus over the past 20 years. In

= fact, the number of CHARIS alumnae

~ totals well over 300 women! One

. of the best parts of producing a

~ milestone anniversary concert such

. as this is the archive digging-looking

. through the scrapbooks, giggling at
TR the hairstyles of the '90s, humming

tunes we enjoyed singing, and remembering singers who

have passed...

Tonight’s program features some of our favorite songs
from CHARIS’ two decades of music making, and I
know they are some of your favorites as well. We are
so grateful for our audiences, as we would not be
celebrating our anniversary were it not for the loyal
support of each and every one of you. Together, we have
furthered our vision of promoting music that celebrates
and encourages women and the LGBTQ community.
What started as a small group performing as part of a
Gateway Men’s Chorus concert has grown to a thriving,
independent chorus recognized for musical excellence
and the elevation of women’s strength.

The companion to retrospection is dreaming! We are
already musing of our next twenty years, and the
achievements of which we have yet to even fathom. May
the music continue to flow from the depths of our beings,
and may our message be heard and embraced by our
community for many, many decades to come.

facebook.com/charischorus 3 7
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From Lisa Riek
Board President

Preparing for this concert has been an
interesting experience (in a good way):
we have members who are joining us
on stage for the first time, women who
started with CHARIS 19-20 years ago
and everything in between. No matter
what time period a song was performed
by CHARIS there was a group of people
that had sung it before. They were
often surprised at how much they
remembered (and in some cases, didn't
remember). Songs brought up memories which led to funny
stories. We also gathered the chorus together for a viewing of
“The Vegans of Provincetown.” Those who were in the show
(2007) got to reminisce and new singers got acquainted with a
piece of CHARIS history.

As I watched this all take place this season, I was reminded

of what is so special about this group. It goes beyond singing
and performing—constantly stretching ourselves musically.

We are a family; a chosen family of strong, caring women.

We celebrate each other’s joys, support each other through
hardships and comfort each other in times of loss. We have
built long-lasting friendships and many (including myself) have
found our partner/spouse.

I have been a singing member since 2009, joined the Board
of Directors in 2010 and I am now beginning my second term
as president. It has been a privilege to be part of CHARIS in
each role. I encourage those who enjoy singing and identify
as a woman to join us during our open rehearsals in August. I
also invite you (men and women) to be part of our extended
family—as volunteers and committee members—and help us
chart the course for our next 20 years. Don’t forget we always
need loyal, responsive audience members! Thank you.

facebook.com/charischorus 7 9
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Kourtney R. Strade, M.A.
—Artistic Director

Kourtney received her Bachelor of Science in Vocal
Music Education from Northwest Missouri State
University, and her Master’s degree in Voice from the
University of Missouri-Kansas City, Conservatory of
Music. Additionally, Kourtney received a Certificate of
Vocology from the University of Iowa, and she uses
this expertise in her own business, Heartland Healthy
Voices, providing vocal health seminars, private
voice lessons, and transgender voice training. She is
currently an instructor of voice for the Community
Music School of Webster University and is the
director of music at Peace United Church of Christ.

Ms. Strade is also an accomplished mezzo-soprano
and has performed on stages across the United
States in opera, oratorio, and recital. Recent roles
include Freddie in The Vegans of Provincetown,
Rosina in Il Barbiere di Siviglia, and Joan in the
monodrama Jehanne de Lorraine. Most recently, she
was a soloist with the Colorado Symphony Orchestra
performing from the works of Mozart and Haydn.
She has also served as a singing voice consultant for
the University of Iowa Voice Clinic, and worked as a
clinician in Voice Diagnostics.

When Kourtney isn’t waving her arms in front of the
chorus, she can often be found with her partner,
Robin, taking the dogs to the park or relaxing at a
coffee shop.

10 7 twitter - @charischorus
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Chelle Habecker—Accompanist

Chelle holds a Master of Arts in Music from the
University of Hawaii, Manoa, with an emphasis in
Ethnomusicology. She earned her BA in Music, Piano
Performance, and an AA in Piano Pedagogy from
Spring Arbor University in Michigan. Chelle teaches
piano privately and through Community Music
School, accompanies musicians at NATS and Solo-
Ensemble festivals, and strives to balance her 2nd-
shift occupation with her active family!

This is Chelle’s 4th season playing for CHARIS.

Glenace L. Humphrey
—Sign Language Artist

Glenace is a professional Sign Language Interpreter
and is nationally certified. Although she interprets in
a plethora of situations and venues, her favorite is
Artistic interpreting. Her first concert with CHARIS
was the ‘Maiden’ launch of CHARIS in 1993. She
had the honor, privilege and thrill of interpreting for
CHARIS, The St. Louis Women’s Chorus for thirteen
years, until her move to Kansas. She also attended
GALA Conferences in Tampa and Miami with CHARIS.
She and her husband, Lloyd moved to Hutchinson,
KS in 2006 to be closer to her family and their
daughter and family in Denver, CO.

CHARIS, CONGRATULATIONS! on your 20 years
of information and enlightenment through your
powerful thought provoking and exciting music!
Thanks Tenal!

facebook.com/charischorus £ 11




20 Seasons of Love ,‘

Stephanie Keysacker - Percussionist

Stephanie Keysacker grew up in a musical family
and realized early on that she, too, had a love for
playing music. She began playing drums around
age 13 but only recently began sharing her
talents publicly. When she’s not drumming for
CHARIS - The St. Louis Women’s Chorus, she can
be found accompanying local singer/songwriter
Ro Anderson at area venues. Musical interests
aside, Stephanie enjoys traveling the U.S. and
beyond and looks forward to her next adventure
with her wife, Kendra.

Become a Member - Be Part of the Fun!

is a non-audition chorus. We invite you to visit
CHARISany Tuesday when we are in rehearsal and see
what we are about. Call (314)664-9340 to confirm we are in
rehearsal or with any questions about the chorus.

Singing Membership

e Reqgular attendance at rehearsals

e Commitment of time and energy to learn your music

e Payment of concert fees

e Responsibility for concert attire

e Participation in decision-making and fundraising
Non-Singing Membership

 Non-singing members are welcome to join and help with
the variety of behind-the-scenes work.

Board membership

Ushering at a concert

Planning or working a fundraiser

Cataloging music

Building sets

Assisting with publicity

12 7 twitter - @charischorus
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Friends of CHARIS

CHARIS expresses thanks to the following people for their
gifts & support throughout the 2012-2013 season:

Allison Benoit

Andrea Compton

Angel Walker

Barb Kelly-Cox

Barb & Leo Weisman

Bill Byrd

Bill & Desy Maus

Candice Freeman & Kim Powlishta

Chelle Halbecker

CHARIS Board of Directors

Chris and Mary Ann Kinder

Colla Voce Studios

Edna Coleman

Four Muddy Paws, LLC

Hartford Coftee Company

Jane & Phil Holtgrave in honor of
Lillian Traber

Jenna Wells

Joshua Powlishta

Just John

Kelsi Davis

e

Get Social with CHARIS!

Kristen Wozniak

Lena Henry

Loretta Haggard & Colleen Gilmore
Marge Schmidt

Meredythe Guilds

MetLife

Mia Ulmer/Birchtree Studio
Novak’s Bar & Grill

Opera Theater of St Louis

Penny Frame

Regional Arts Commission
Rodney Strothcamp & Ed Roullard
Sharon Spurlock

Society for Practical Christianity
Stephanie Keysacker

Tena Polukewich

Terry Miller

The Connection

The Gateway Men’s Chorus

‘The Repertory Theater

Timothy Curran

Support us also by “liking” CHARIS
on Facebook at facebook.com/
CHARISchorus
and “following” CHARIS on Twitter

@CHARISchorus

Once connected, watch for special offers,
announcements, and social media promotions.

facebook.com/charischorus 7 13
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HARIS was the realization of the dream of its founders
Cindy Sohn and Juliet Jackson. With the guidance and

support of the Gateway Men’s Chorus (GMC), they organized
the Committee to Unite Women Singers in the fall of 1992,
with the goal of creating a chorus open to all women,
regardless of cultural background or musical experience.
CHARIS has always been a non-auditioned chorus.

The chorus made its first public appearance on May 23,

1993 at Trinity Episcopal Church in a fundraiser to benefit
Northside AIDS Outreach. Shortly thereafter, CHARIS took
the stage with GMC to perform at the latter’s Pride Concert in
1993. CHARIS made its solo debut in October 1993 and has
subsequently produced two to three solo performances along
with community benefits each year.

Chorus highlights include a performance at the "Notes From
Home"” series at the Sheldon Memorial on January 24, 1995,
at which time the chorus recorded “Dream In Color,” its first
commercially released tape. CHARIS hosted and performed
at the 1995 Gay and Lesbian Association of Choruses (GALA)
Leadership Conference for delegates from around the U.S.
and a number of foreign countries. In 1996, CHARIS proudly
performed in Tampa, Florida at GALA Festival V.

Merry Keller accepted the position of Artistic Director in
January 2000. Many wonderful concerts ensued under her
direction including “Sing for the Cure,” a concert benefiting
the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation in June 2001
and CHARIS’ tenth anniversary concert, “A Decade of Song,”
featuring special guest artist Holly Near.

Another era in CHARIS' legacy began in the chorus’ 12th
season with the leadership of new Artistic Director Aric
Henson, former director of GMC’'s ensemble. During Henson’s
tenure, he directed CHARIS in “Postcards: Journeys of the
Heart”, “In The Groove” and “Fired Up!” a history of protest
music with special guest artists, Symmetry. The 2006-2007
season was a banner year for the chorus and opened with

14 7 twitter - @charischorus
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gh the Years

"Legends” featuring St. Louis’ own legend, Kim Massie as the
guest artist. In the spring, CHARIS staged the world premiere
performance of “The Vegans of Provincetown,” a witty and
lesbian-friendly homage to Gilbert and Sullivan.

CHARIS’ 15th anniversary season began in November 2007
with the Academy Awards tribute - "CHARIS Does Oscar.” In

* April 2008, the chorus invited special guest artist Lisa Koch, a

talented singer-songwriter and comedienne, to the stage for

. "CHARIS On The Couch.” In July 2008, CHARIS members took

to the stage in Miami and proudly shared their voices with
thousands of other LGBT singers at the GALA Festival VIII.

CHARIS’ 16th season began with an ending, as Artistic
Director Aric Henson brought his tenure to a close. After
leading CHARIS in a creative interpretation of “The Four
Elements” in the fall of 2008, he handed the baton to our
current Artistic Director, Kourtney R. Strade.

Strade officially took the helm in January 2009 and directed
CHARIS through a musical journey of LGBT memoirs with
"Coming Out” in May 2009. In CHARIS' 17th season,

Strade led the chorus into new territory with two musically-
challenging offerings — November 2009’s “"Quantum Leap,”
a concert of music by women composers over the centuries,
and May 2010’s “Unplugged,” an offering of a cappella
numbers.

CHARIS opened our 19th season with *“Women Who Rock,”

- a celebration of women in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

and took to the stage with “We Can Do It - A USO show.”

. CHARIS performed at our 3rd Gay and Lesbian Association

of Choruses Festival in Denver CO last July. We began our
twentieth anniversary season in November 2012 with “Love
of Nature, Nature of Love.” We, the women of CHARIS look
forward to sharing positive messages about women through
song along with you, our audience, as we continue creating
the legacy of CHARIS!

facebook.com/charischorus 5 15
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Absolutli
GCoosed
proudly
supports the
women of

CHARIS

St. Louis’ Best Martini and SO much more!

31906 S Crand ! 314.771.9300 | absolutligoosed.com

CELEBRATE the past to AWARKEN the future
SAINT LOUISe LGBT PRIDE FEST

JoiNn Pride St. Louls, INC for the 34th Annudal
St. Louis LGBT PRIDE FESTIVAL

SOLDIERS MEMORIAL
JUNE 29-30, 2013 ¥ -

16 5 twitter - @charischorus
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birdiewd

computer geeks for hire

What we do...
We do what comes natural to us.

We fix computers. We trouble shoot software issues. We
install hardware upgrades. We transfer data from your old
computer to your new computer. We create graphics from
scratch and recreate/clean-up already existing graphics. We
build websites. We setup wired and wireless networks. We
teach you how to use your hardware and software. We edu-
cate you on best practices about owning and maintaining
your computer and computer related equipment.

In short, we are computer geeks, and mighty proud of it.
http:/ /birdiewd.com

birdiewd@birdiewd.com

P.S. We made the digital graphics for this program cover,
go ahead, take a look, yep, that’s our work.

“facebook.comlcharischorus AR ] [ {
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CELEBRATING 8 YEARS! ~ 4 :
Spring Lines Naw Avoilabl EDISON THEATRE --- WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
FRIDAY 6.21 & SATURDAY 6.22 @ 8PM

GATEWAY MEN'’S CHORUS PRESENTS

SHOP INDERENDENELY; SHOP UNM
3169 Morgan ford
St. Louis, MO 83116
314-176°789%

.grovefumishingsicom

Same-sex Ballroom & Latin Dance Classes
Thursdays 7-8 pm

BEGINNERS WELCOME
NO EXPERIENCE OR PARTNER NECESSARY

DROP-IN CLASSES MAY - AUGUST

MONTHLY SESSIONS SEPT-APRIL

WWW.STLEQUALITYDANCE.ORG

EMAIL: STLEQUALITYDANCE@GMAIL.COM
MUSIC HIGHLIGHTS

Martha Wash, Gloria Gaynor, The Flirtations, Mamas and Papas
and Michael Jackson

Providing accounting, estate
and tax planning, tax return
preparation, personal
financial planning, and
small business consulting.

1
]
G. WA’
Ahoued WAKE
PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE! ‘
CHQRUS omcsm.com

(314) 726-0020

18 5 twitter - @charischorus
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May 1,8th 2013 at 8 PM |
560 Music Center In theU Clty Loop «

| SAVE rue %ATE[
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20 Seasons of Love

Actl

Can’t Help Lovin’ That
Man of Mine
By Kern/Hammerstein

Performed by: Gateway Men'’s
Chorus

Fever (November 2006)

By Davenport/Cooley
Arr. Kirby Shaw

Overture to Marriage
of Figaro (April 2010)

By W.A. Mozart
Arr. Howard Cable

Harriet Tubman
(September 1994)

By Walter Robinson
Arr. John Coates, Jr.

My Love Walks in
Velvet (November 2004)

By Gwyneth Walker

Performed by: Cassandra
Coleman, Loretta Haggard,
Julie Lynch, Megan Petra,
Sharon Spurlock, Jennafer
Wells

One Fine Day
(May 2009)

By Gerry Goffin and Carole
King, Arr. Deke Sharon

Performed by: Allison Benoit,
Kelsi Davis, Colleen Gilmore,
Linda Hughes, Hannah Petri,
Aleksandra Shklyar

Love-Eyes Medley
(October 1993)

Arr. David Wright

Performed by: Kristen Myers,
Lisa Riek, Dina Young, Susan

Young

The Stove (January 1995)
By Zae Munn

Would You Harbor
Me? (April 2000)

By Ysaye M Barnwell
Arr. Merry Keller

Soloists: Allison Benoit,
Caitlyn Benoit, Cassandra
Coleman

Kiss the Girl
(September 1994)

By Ashman/Menken
Arr. Steve Milloy

Dates in parentheses denote the first time CHARIS performed the song.

22 7 twitter - @charischorus

Vegans of
Provincetown Medley
(April 2007)

By Gilbert/Sullivan and Dina
Young, Kathy Morris, Sonja
Furiya

Vegan King: Sharon Spurlock
Sappho: Susan Young
Burger Queen: Terri Velasco
Mabel: Belinda Quimby
Freddie: Kourtney Strade

Act 11

Comin’ Into My Years
(March 1997)

By Betsy Rose
Arr. J. David Moore

Sing For the Cure
medley (June 2001)

By Driedman/Gallina
Arr. Kourtney Strade

Soloists: Cassandra Coleman,
Allison Benoit, Linda Hughes,

Lisa Riek

Miss Celie’s Blues
(November 2001)

From “The Color Purple”
By Quincy Jones/Rod
Temperton

Arr. J, David Moore

Boogie Woogie Bugle I
Boy (November 2006) |
By Raye/Prince |

Performed by: Kristen Myers,
Belinda Quimby, Kendra
Henry-Keysacker

Love Like Breathing
(November 2012)

By Goldrich/Heisler

Closer to Fine
(November 2009)

By Emily Saliers !

For Good (April 2006)

|
By Stephen Schwartz %
Arr. Mac Huff |

Soloists: Marianne Koch,
Megan Petra

I Dream in Color ’,!
(September 1994) 'u
By Lang/Peiken |
Arr. Milloy/Strade J

Circle of Life
(November 2012)

By John/Rice/Zimmer/Lebo M
Arr. Steve Milloy

Soloists: Kristen Myers, Leah
Patriarcho

facebook.com/charischorus 7 23




www.charischorus.org

Buy some groceries and flip a couple coins
our way with the Schnucks eScrip Program!

Just sign up for the eScrip pro-
gram and swipe your eScrip card
before the cashier starts ringing
up your items — Schnucks will
then donate up to 3% of your
purchase to CHARIS.

To register, just return this form to any staff member at
tonight’'s concert or mail it to: CHARIS, Attn: eScrip Program,
P.O. Box 21642, St. Louis, MO 63139. We'll send your new
eScrip card to the address listed on the form.

PLEASE PRINT

Name

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Email

For office use only:

Card Number(s)

24 5 twitter - @charischorus

CHARIS is pleased to announce

PayPal

Donate through PayPal, same service for many
other online purchases.

Contact us at (314)664-9340 about how, through
PayPal, your donation can go right on your credit
or debit card.

R s B P P DL

] [ ]
iGive i
Change online shopping for good.
As a not-for-profit organization, the chorus relies

heavily on contributions to help us meet financial
obligations and to realize dreams for the future.

Shopping online & online searches.

Start shopping! At www.iGive.com/CHARIS
Start Searching at http://isearch.igive.com/

facebook.com/charischorus 7 25
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After months of thlnkmg and talking

| about it, I was finally attending my

first rehearsal with CHARIS! I was a
terrified bundle of nerves and wasn’t
quite sure what to expect. I am a
transwoman and I had zero experience
with any type of women’s space at
that point in my life. I wasn’t sure I
could be comfortable in such a space.
I also had self-doubts about whether I
could sing in the female range. In the

) end my need to sing in the appropriate
~voice was greater than my concerns.

| I sat with the Alto 2 section (the

lowest voice) as I wasn't certain which
part I was capable of singing, but I
was certain it was on the low end.

» Once I started getting settled in, I

began to experience this wonderful
thing called sisterhood that had

) seemed so elusive to me before. I

tried singing a solo not too long after.

) Strangely enough, that song was

“"Seasons of Love”, which is the title of
our 20th anniversary concert.

The chorus as a whole has helped

me become more secure not only in
my own identity as a woman, but as

a person in general. I truly cannot
fathom what my life would be like
without having been in CHARIS all
these years! For me, CHARIS has been
more than just an opportunity to sing
again. It has been a positive, life-

) changing experience!

I want to thank everyone I have had

' the honor of singing with and for, the
( artistic directors and accompanists,

N e N N N NN NN

as well as all those who work behind
the scenes allowing us to produce the

' beautiful music you hear onstage!

- Caitlyn Benoit (Soprano II)

CHARIS N

s B e N N

One of my favonte memories comes
from an impromptu performance in
the late 1990s at Our World Too, a gay
bookstore owned by Bill Cordes. In
those days the bookstore was the first
place to go when you were coming )
out. You could find all sorts of gay and
lesbian books that no one else carried %
.
(

and you could get a copy of "The
Lesbian and Gay News-Telegraph,”
the predecessor of the Vital Voice. All
the LGBT groups had posters up at
Our World Too. That's where I saw the
announcement for open rehearsals
that brought me into the chorus. Bill
offered the basement of the store as a
meeting place for support groups and
for the community’s gay hotline. He
was a gentle man who knew how to
put people at ease, especially during
that first anxious trip to Our World
Too.

Bill asked CHARIS to sing at the

store sometime, just for fun. One
afternoon about 20 CHARIS members
serenaded Bill and his customers with
some CHARIS standards, including
“Everything Possible,” a lullaby that
affirms every child’s right to become
who they are meant to be. The words,
in part, go like this: “You can be
anybody that you want to be. You

can love whomever you will. You can
travel any country where your heart
leads and know that I will love you
still. ....and the only measure of your
words and your deeds is the love you
leave behind when you‘re gone.” We'd
sung this song many times, but that
day, as we sang, I looked up and saw
Bill with tears rolling down his face. It
moved me to sée how we could touch
him with our gesture of gratitude

for all he had done for CHARIS and
the community. It was a very special
moment for me, and one I will never
forget. - Dina Young (Alto II)
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‘ Dearest sweetest, most beloved

Women of CHARIS,

| first walked over the threshold to
meet you nearly 20 years ago, only

a few months after your founding
birthday. It was a choice that changed
my life. We've sung together at
weddings and at funerals. Together
we've had medical procedures,
babies, divorces, promotions, big
news, scandals, and near misses. We
celebrated in Tampa, danced in Miami,
and rejoiced in Denver. We have
marched, collaborated, advocated,
laughed, socialized, and snacked (we
enjoy our snacks). And through it all,
we sang.

[ apologize for that horrible
choreography I put you through! I'm
sorry for my occasional crabbiness,
my pregnancy hormones (twice), and
the countless times I messed up my
singing part. You patiently held my
hand through everything. Indeed,

you have seen me through some

of the darkest days of my life. One
rehearsal in particular I remember
well. T showed up that night, broken
and despairing, and could not sing a
note due to my uncontrollable sobbing.
One by one, like angels, you put your
hands on my shoulder, sang to me
and let me cry. The women of CHARIS
can hold you up to the light and heal
you. Thank you, dear ones, for singing
me through the past 20 years. I have
been changed for the better, because I
knew you.

With love and song,
- Julie Lynch (Soprano I)

z%c

www.charischorus.org

A favonte memory of mine was
singing “Finally Here”. The concert
was “Coming Out” (May 2009). This
was my first concert with CHARIS
and the chorus’ first concert under
the direction of Kourtney Strade. I
connected with this piece from the
start. I liked the music...the harmony...
the message. I was newly out and
dating my first girlfriend after years
of wondering why I couldn’t find
someone I wanted to share my life
with. I was moved by phrases such
as: “Holding her skin to skin, feel her

gentle and strong. When you love from |

deep within, it can never be wrong.”
“"Rest your head on her shoulder. Let
her arms hold you fast. What you once
only dreamed of has come true at
last.” “It's alright. Hold her tight. Love
is finally here.”

As we approached the end of the
song, Kourtney's eyes began to fill

up. Consequently, so did ours. It was
a special moment for us as a group.
When I met up with family and friends
after the show, I was told by my mom,
sister, cousin and friend that “Finally
Here” made them all cry. A reminder
of the power of music -- how it can
touch hearts, open minds and help us
better understand each other. Upon
hearing this song, they realized what
this all meant to me personally. How
happy I was to know myself better,

to have a wonderful woman in my life
and to be a member of CHARIS. My
chance at a full life, complete with
someone to love was finally here.

- Lisa Riek (Alto I)

\Qy The Stlouis Women's Ch( s
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3037 Olive Street - St. Louis, MO 63103 www.hamburgermarys.com
For Reservations call 314.533.MARY

Co gratul tions HARIS!

314-771-9214 Ext/ 15 Ippreschool@sbcglobal.net

K!NDER
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20 Seasons of Love

i . g 8
- Meet Us in St. Louis ey,
| Gateway 1o 0ld Lesbians

oo
Midwest Regional Gathering
July 19-21, 2013

Hilton Frontenac
1335 S. Lindbergh Blvd.
St. Louis. MO, 63131

Registration Information coming soon at:
Old Lesbians Organizing for Change

P.O. Box 5853. Athens, OH 45701
infol@oloc.org, www.oloc.org

or phone: 888-706-7506

OLOC is commitied o accessibility. anti-racism, and Stmparting Pacener \'*‘g’(’
anti-classism, 47¢
Medro S, Lowis

Kathy Broderick Steve Tharp ‘ ‘
314.952.2359 314.605.4475

info@blueshadowpics.com

www.blueshadowpics.com

facebook com/blueShadowPhotography

6701 Virginia Avenué, St. Louis, 63111 |
www.connectingnow.org Pastor Tish G gen

30 5 twitter - @charischorus facebook.com/charischorus 7 31
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20 Seasons of Love
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Helping create financial solutions— o I F YO U WA NT
one person at a time.
New England Financial understands the unique insurance and planning needs of the LGBT community. p i
Whether you're married, single or in a committed relationship, we can help you develop a financial safety net | g TO B E J ’ i
to protect you and your loved ones. Call one of our representatives today. ‘ 3

ATTEND COURLT.

New England Financial® . IF YOU WANT TO BE ACCEPTED, |

A MetLife Company 1 ' ATT E N D P EAC E !
118 United Church of Christ.

Heidi Martin
Financial Representative
Investment Advisor Representative

635 Maryville Centre Drive

e 20 Peace United Church of Christ

St Louis MO 63141 ¥ {3
(314) 548-4548 & 204 East Lockwood Avenue
hmartin@cfg1844.com . Webster Groves, MO 63119

www.heidimartin.nefrep.com (314)968-1727 | i
www.peacestl.org T

Sunday Worship: 8:30am & 11am

32 7 twitter - @charischorus facebook.com/charischorus 37 33




20 Seasons of Love

on another
Fabulous

Season
of Music Making

with Women!

Come Vst Novak's Soon!

Enjoy Karaoke 3-Nights-A-Week
ounday Wednesaay  Fday

4121 Manchester ¢ The Grove ¢ 314.531.3699

NovaksBar.com

Full Menu Including Breakfast on Weekends
Available through 1am Every Night

34 [ twitter - @charischorus

Birchtree
Studio

Congratulating Charis on 20 Seasons of Love
BirchtreeStudio.com
314-610-0010

facebook.com/charischorus 7 35




20 Seasons of Love

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!

Society For Practical Christianity

3617 Wyoming Street
Saint Louis, MO 63116

314-776-7969

www.practicalchristianitystlouis.com

THANK YOU CHARIS
FOR
ANOTHER GREAT CONCERT!

e Pa

8
La

fet

[ i

K = ; — 3
rk United Methodist Ch
All Are Welcome
2300 Lafayette Ave. St. Louis, Mo. 63104 - 314-771-9214

Join Us for Worship

36 5 twitter - @charischorus

urch

Worship at 9:30am, Child Services Provided

By Grammy Award winner Terence Blanchard &
Pulitzer Prize winner Michael Cristofer

E 15, 19, 21, 25, 27, AND 30

World Welterweight Champion Emile
Griffith's storied career was marked by
triumph and haunted by tragedy, after
claiming his title in 1962 in a fight that left
his opponent dead. The secret he kept of
his sexuality would only come to light after
he retired from the ring, when he himself
became the victim of an attack outside a
New York City gay bar. Threading together
the many pieces of his complex life, the opera
Champion is a world premiere about strength,

ourage, and forgiveness.

www.charischorus.org

Visit ExperienceOpera.org/CHARIS to
purchase your tickets for the Tuesday, June
25th 8 p.m. performance and 25% of your
ticket purchase will be donated back to
CHARIS — The St. Louis Women's Chorus.

ESTIVAL

MAY 25 - JUNE 30, 2013

The Pirates of Penzance ¢ Il tabarro & Pagliacci
The World Premiere of Champion * The Kiss

Tickets (314) 961-0644 | ExperienceOpera.org

facebook.com/charischorus 5 37
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St. Louis Women's Roller Derby

APRIL 13, 2013
MAY 4, 2013
JuLy 13,2013
AuGgusT 10, 2013 3974 Hartford treet
St. Louis, MO 63116
ALL DOUBLE HEADERS! 314-771-JAVA (5282)

hartfordcoffee.com

www.ArchRivalRollerGirls.com Hartford Coffee Company is proud to support
CHARIS.

for a successful 20th season!

Congratulations and best wishes
|

daate Lhiropraciic, J L. Fresh Baked Pastries
' Daily Lunch/Dinner Specials
Breakfast and Lunch Available Anytime

Open Mic Night on Fridays, Live Music on Saturdays
Monthly Local Artist Display
Family Fun Night w/Celia 1st Wednesday Each Month
(Kids’ sing-a-long) \
Kids’ Indoor Play Area

4 Outdoor Patio
‘ Free WiFi
| ‘ Quiet Seating Area
Hours
Monday - Thursday 6am-9 pm We air-roast our own
Fidagt 6am-10pm  coffee on site in small |

‘ Saturday 7am-10pm

Sunday 7 4in-7.6m batches ensuring the

Follow us on Facebook for information freshest and higheSt

on our daily specials, new itemsand  quality coffee available.
performance information
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Individuals Couples

Psychotherapy
CHARIS hay come a long way! . _
" - Maxine Birdsong, LCSW
W"fd’[’ I'LMVk,y | “
, . , | Gary L. Hirshberg, LCSW
Cindy, Juliet, Merry, Aric, Konrtney, . .
il e _ Valorie M. Adrio, LMFT, ATR
Ande ovr beloved sisters in song Ann Velasco, LCSW
For o fabuwlows 20 yeors. ' 
Yow horve ol changed ovr lives
“For Goode”
Love, Colleen & Lorettn
Committed to the community for over 25 years
HOOMAIKAIANA
CHARIS KINGSBURY
' ANIMAL HOSPITAL
GNORR We speak your pets’ language as well as yours!
20th LAHOOMANAO o Internal Medicine e Dental Radiography e Dermatology
e Grooming e Free Training Classes e Behavior
Aloha Sisters
Stephen A, Brammeier, DVM
Erica N. Fry, DVM

Bret R. Shaw, DVM

Shirley, LaVerne, The MaKana

420 North Skinker Blvd ¢ www.kah.com ¢ (314)-721-6251

facebook.com/charischorus 7 41
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20 Seasons o_f Love

CHARIS Presents
The Sweet Spot Cabaret

July 20,2013 at 8 p-m.
Regional Aurts Commission
6128 Delmar Blvd.

St. Louis, MO 63112

Tickets are $20 and include complimentary wine and desserts.

42 [ twitter - @charischorus

Ameriprise e
Financial

Your financial needs are unique.

Whether you want to provide for your loved ones, support the
organizations that are important to you, or plan for your own
comfortable retivement, I can help you plan for your goals. I'll look
at all aspects of your finances, then find solutions that are right
[or your unique needs. And as your goals and needs change, I'll be
(here to adjust your plan and help put your dreams within reach.

Our Advisors. Your Dreams. MORE WITHIN REACH*

Call me today at (314) 744.4007

Angela M Curtis i |4 2 Cityplace Dr
Financial Advisor i L Ste 380
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ Saint Louis, MO 63141

practitioner t | 314-744-4007

angela.2.curtis@ampf.com

-« www.ameripriseadvisors.com/
“ angela.2.curtis

T Ameriprise Financial is proud to be
H BEST recognized with another perfect score
PLACES TO WORK o 5 6 3
otz tortont eeanyy.  ON the Human Rights Campaign's
Corporate Equality Index.

rokerage, investment and financial advisory services are made available through
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. Some products and
services may not be available in all jurisdictions ot to all clients. Ameriprise Financial
cannot guarantee future financial results.

© 2013 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.




